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Filmed in Qatar and Singapore, ‘The Apprentice: ONE
Championship Season 2’ celebrates the confluence of two
cultures, says Chatri Sityodtong

Ahead of official launch, exclusive premiere of an episode from Season 2 hosted at
2024 Ajyal

Doha, Qatar; November 19, 2024: The second season of "The Apprentice: ONE Championship
Edition," filmed in Qatar and Singapore, is a celebration of the cultural similarities and
differences of the Middle East and Far East, said ONE Chairman and CEO Chatri Sityodtong.

Marking the exclusive premiere of an episode from Season 2 at 2024 Ajyal, presented by the
Doha Film Institute, Sityodtong described the show as the toughest reality competition show,
which aims to unleash the ‘unbreakable warrior spirit’ in the contestants.

Drawing only 10 participants from across the world, the show is co-produced by Media City
Qatar and will premiere on belN’s TOD on November 20. The candidates compete for a
US$250,000 job offer to work under Sityodtong for a year as his protege in Singapore.

Special guest CEOs from leading companies serve as Guest Advisors, including Ooredoo Group
CEO Aziz Aluthman Fakhroo and Doha Film Institute CEO Fatma Hassan Al Remaihi.
Representing a significant milestone in Qatar's emerging role in global entertainment
production, the show was filmed across numerous Qatar landmarks, including Katara
Hospitality's Raffles Hotel, Souq Wagqif, and Zekreet.

"We wanted to showcase the contrast and similarities between Asia and the Middle East,"
Sityodtong said. "Our candidates came from all over the world - from America, from Asia, and
beyond. We really enjoyed this kind of globalisation of storytelling to inspire humanity."

The show's global perspective is significant for the region, said Sityodtong. "ONE Championship"
is one of the world's largest sports media properties. We compete against NBA, F1, and
Champions League in terms of viewership according to Nielsen. The Middle East and North
Africa are very important markets for us, and you'll see us grow significantly in the region with
different types of content."

“When MGM and ONE Championship began discussions, we thought it was a great opportunity
to put two big brands together," Sityodtong explained. "We wanted to create a young, cool
version of The Apprentice, and with this version, we've created what is the world's toughest
competition in history."



He said the show stands out for its unique combination of business and physical challenges.
"Our candidates don't just face business-related projects. They have to test themselves
physically - everything from running in the desert to jumping off a 100-ft bridge.

“You have to be tremendously fit and more important you have to have an unbreakable warrior
spirit to overcome fears, doubts, and insecurities to succeed — which indeed mirrors what life is
all about. The journeys of the contestants will inspire all.”

"This season is truly different," added Dom Lau, Task Captain. “l was amazed seeing the eclectic
mix between the cultural heritage of Doha and the futuristic elements of its structures and
skyscrapers," Sityodtong shares. "To see the tapestry build up between old and new was
wonderful."

Sityodtong said the show will have broader implications for regional content creation: "Today,

we're seeing around the world a big push for content from different places; in the past, all the
content came from the West. Now you're seeing content rising from Asia and everywhere, so |
believe the MENA region has a big opportunity."”

The show promises to deliver more than just entertainment, concluded Sityodtong. "Fans are
going to love it - it has beautiful storytelling. It is about everyday people like you and me chasing
their dreams. There are so many exciting moments - drama, love, anger, hatred, happiness -
with all the human emotions as they chase the same dream. It's an analogy for life."

ENDS

About Doha Film Institute

Doha Film Institute is an independent, not-for-profit cultural organisation. It supports the growth of the Arab
film community through cultivating film appreciation, enhancing industry knowledge and contributing to the
development of sustainable creative industries in Qatar and the region. The Institute’s platforms include
funding and production of local, regional and international films; skills-sharing and mentorship programmes;
film screenings; the Ajyal Film Festival; and Qumra. With culture, community, learning and entertainment at its
foundation, the Institute is committed to supporting Qatar’s 2030 vision for the development of a knowledge-
based economy.

About Ajyal Film Festival

Ajyal Film Festival is an annual celebration of film designed to nurture young minds and support the
development of mindful global citizens and thoughtful future leaders. ‘Ajyal’, Arabic for ‘generations’, builds on
the Institute's history of community-based programming, and brings people of all ages together through
screenings and events that inspire creative interaction and stimulate cinematic dialogue. Through its’ jury
programme, youth between the ages of 8 and 25 are given an opportunity to watch, analyse and discuss global



cinema and culture, developing self-confidence, independent critical thinking skills, self- expression, and an
appreciation of cinema, while making new friends and discovering global cultures.

Doha Film Institute:
X: @DohaFilm; Instagram: @DohaFilm, @AjyalFilm; Facebook: www.facebook.com/DohaFilmIinstitute



