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KATARA DFI CINEMA ANNOUNCES NEW ‘ARAB VOICES’ STRAND FOR
DECEMBER 2012

e Two screenings of ‘The Lebanese Rocket Society’ and ‘The Repentant’ in December-
winners of DTFF’s 2012 Arab Film Competition Documentary and Narrative
e ‘Beasts of the Southern Wild’ to showcase in January 2013

Doha, December 15, 2012: Katara, Cultural Village and Doha Film Institute (DFI) are pleased to
announce the latest strand of Katara DFI Cinema Series, ‘Arab Voices’, with two screenings of ‘The
Lebanese Rocket Society’ by Joana Hadjithomas and Khalil Joreige, and ‘The Repentant’ by Merzak
Allouache, winners from this year’s Arab Film Competition revealed at the fourth edition of Doha Tribeca
Film Festival (DTFF). Two screenings of each film will be held per day from December 21°* to 22" at

Katara Drama Theatre in building 16.

Set in the 1960’s, ‘The Lebanese Rocket Society’ is a documentary about the launch of the Middle East’s
first rocket in Lebanon and how the nation celebrated its involvement in the international space race. In
bringing this forgotten episode to light, this film revives Arab dreams buried since the Arab-Israeli

conflict of 1967 — a reflection of the reawakening of hopes in the wake of the Arab Spring.

Algerian director, Merzak Allouache and two time DTFF Arab Competition winner, returns with ‘The
Repentant’, a narrative that tells the touching story of Rashid, a young jihadist who leaves his mountain
hideout to return home in an attempt to resume a normal life. Allouache delves into his nation’s ‘black

decade’, taking a close look at the lingering effects of extremism and civil war.

Join DFI and Katara in celebrating contemporary Arab filmmaking that will mark the end of our 2012
year-round screening cycle. The New Year will bring a multitude of new screenings, starting with award
winning American film ‘Beasts of the Southern Wild’, directed by Benh Zeitlin. The film is about a six-
year-old girl in an isolated bayou community on the brink of orphanhood. Buoyed by the extraordinary

imagination of childhood, she believes the universe is in balance, but when a fierce storm comes, she
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must learn to survive. The film will screen from January 24th to 30th and tickets will be on sale from

noon on December 21st.

For more information on film timings, prices and online purchasing, please log on to

www.dohafilminstitute.com or visit the official box office in Building 26, Katara Cultural Village office

from 1 PMto 7 PM. Tickets for the ‘Arab Voices’ strand is currently on sale online and from the box.

-ENDS-

About Doha Film Institute:

Doha Film Institute (DFI) is anindependent cultural organisation established in 2010to incorporate Qatar’s film initiatives under one banner; organically
supporting the growth of the local film community by enhancing industry knowledge, cultivating film appreciationand contributing to the development of
sustainable creative industries in Qatar. DFI’s year-round platforms include funding and production of local, regional and international films, educational
programmes, film screenings, and the annual Doha Tribeca Film Festival (DTFF).

With culture, community, educationandentertainmentatits foundation, DFIserves as an all-encompassing filmhubin Doha, as well as a resource for the
region and the rest of the world. DFlis committed to supporting Qatar’s 2030 vision for the development of a knowledge-based economy. DFl has
established a number of strategic cultural partnerships withleading local and international organisations including Tribeca Enterprises, World Cinema
Foundation, Maisha Film Lab, Katara Cultural Village and Giffoni Film Festival.

For more information, please contact:

Majid Wasi Ajay Teli

Doha Film Institute Doha Film Institute

Tel: 00974 33247800 Tel: 00974 55406634
mwasi@dohafilminstitute.com ateli@dohafilminstitute.com

About Katara — The Cultural Village
Situated onthe easterncoastof Doha, Katara—The Cultural Villageis anintegrated cultural landmark which possesses the character of a historic and
inspirational breeding ground for arts and culture in Qatar.

The villageis builton 1,000,000 square meters, itsinterconnecting pathways and creatively placed buildings constructedto resemble Al Fareej, an ancient
Qatarialley.

Attractions offered by Katara—The Cultural Village include an openamphitheatre, an opera house, a cinema whichcan double asa drama theatre, a multi-
purpose hall, handicrafts souq, book stall, and beach, in addition to a rich variety of international cuisine.

Severallocally based NGOs, including Algannas Society, Childhood Cultural Center, Qatar Fine Arts Society, Qatar Photographic Society, Qatar Society for
Engineers, and Visual Art Center, currently operate in Katara —The Cultural Village.

By hosting entertaining and informative festivals, exhibitions, forums,and othercultural events, Katara—The Cultural Village accentuates Doha’s globally
recognized position as the capital of Arab culture.

For media enquiries, please contact:
Rabia Zaman

H+K Strategies
rabia.zaman@hkstrategies.com

+974 44414781
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