
 
Press Release  
 

Doha Film Institute Launches ‘Hazawi Fund’ for Gulf Short 
Films  

 
• Hazawi Fund will support production of six high-quality short films by Qatari and Gulf filmmakers 

with up to QAR 250,000 funding available through DFI  for each project  
 

Doha, Qatar: January 23, 2013: Doha Film Institute (DFI), Qatar’s dedicated organisation for films, has 
announced the launch of Hazawi Fund, a new initiative under its Gulf Film Development, to promote 
film production in Qatar and the Gulf region, providing the opportunity to produce up to six high quality 
short films written and directed by Qatari and Gulf filmmakers, annually. 
 
Each selected project will shoot entirely in Qatar and be allocated a budget of up to QAR 250,000; the 
films to be produced will have the opportunity to premiere at the next edition of DTFF and will also be 
submitted for regional and international film festivals. The Hazawi Fund, highlight’s DFI’s focus on 
promoting the growth of the Arab film industry across the region.  
 
Mahdi Ali Ali, Manager of the Gulf Film Development, said, “Hazawi Fund builds on the core 
commitment of DFI to promote the growth of the regional film industry. With a number of talented 
youngsters stepping into the film industry, Khaleeji cinema is fast gaining ground. They need tangible 
support – both in terms of financing and mentoring – to tell their stories. Hazawi Fund is dedicated to 
help identify emerging talent from the Gulf region and further support them to make compelling short 
films, under DFI’s supervision. This will eventually help to present the region’s cinematic ambitions to a 
global audience.” 
 
“Through Hazawi Fund, we are giving a robust platform for the region’s filmmakers to further build their 
competencies, and eventually helm feature films that are being produced by DFI,” added Mahdi Ali Ali.  
 
 
Submissions to the Hazawi Fund will be open till 1st of March 2013 with the following requirements; 

• Applicants must be either the director or producer of the film project, and a GCC national 
• DFI will appoint a GCC national producer to a project that has been selected without a producer 

attached to it.  
• The submissions must be original scripts and not longer than 10 pages.  
• The duration of the films is up to 10 minutes. The selected project must be completed in 10 

weeks, with three weeks for pre-production, one week for shooting and six weeks for post-
production.  

• All equipment needed including camera, standard lighting and sound packages will be provided 
by DFI, along with other technical and production support.  

• DFI will provide mentorship for the key creative crew.  
• The selected projects will be notified by March 15, 2013.  

Applicants can visit: 0TUwww.dohafilminstitute.comU0T for more details on submission requirements.  
 
DFI is committed to nurturing and developing a strong film industry in the region through various 
initiatives including film appreciation, education, finance and outreach. The year-long calendar of 

http://www.dohafilminstitute.com/


 
activities of DFI culminates with Doha Tribeca Film Festival, a community event that showcases the best 
of world and regional cinema.  
 

-ENDS- 
About Doha Film Institute: 
Doha Film Institute (DFI) is an independent cultural organisation established in 2010 to incorporate Qatar’s film 
initiatives under one banner; organically supporting the growth of the local film community by enhancing industry 
knowledge, cultivating film appreciation and contributing to the development of sustainable creative industries in 
Qatar. DFI’s year-round platforms include funding and production of local, regional and international films, 
educational programmes, film screenings, and the annual Doha Tribeca Film Festival (DTFF).  
With culture, community, education and entertainment at its foundation, DFI serves as an all-encompassing film 
hub in Doha, as well as a resource for the region and the rest of the world. DFI is committed to supporting Qatar’s 
2030 vision for the development of a knowledge based economy.  
DFI has established a number of strategic cultural partnerships with leading local and international organisations 
including Tribeca Enterprises, World Cinema Foundation, Maisha Film Lab, Katara Cultural Village and Giffoni Film 
Festival. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Majid Wasi     Ajay Teli 
Doha Film Institute     Doha Film Institute 
Tel: 00974 33247800     Tel: 00974 55406634 
0TUmwasi@dohafilminstitute.com U0T     0TUateli@dohafilminstitute.com U0T  
 
Kelly Home / Nivine William / Divya Khanna 
ASDA’A Burson-Marsteller; +9714 4507 600 
0TUKelly.home@bm.comU0T / 0TUNivine.william@bm.comU0T / 0TUDivya.khanna@bm.comU0T  
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