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Doha Film Institute opens call for young film-lovers  
to be jurors of 3rd Ajyal Youth Film Festival  

 

 Ajyal Jury in three age-groups from 8 to 21 years will evaluate the films showcased at the third 
edition of the festival from Nov 29 to Dec 5 

 Fun, collaborative environment to appreciate cinema, meet filmmakers and forge lasting 
friendships with youngsters from around the world  

 

Doha, Qatar; September 1, 2015: The Doha Film Institute has opened the call for young film enthusiasts 
aged 8 to 21 years to be on the Ajyal Jury responsible for choosing the winners in the third edition of the 
Ajyal Youth Film Festival, taking place from November 29 to December 5, 2015.  
 
The Ajyal Jury will watch films, analyse them, vote for their favourites and select the winners of the Ajyal 
Competition, made up of short and feature length films from around the world. They will also meet film 
directors and actors who are attending the festival, take part in workshops to learn more about 
filmmaking techniques and experience a wide range of fun activities to be held across Katara Cultural 
Village during the seven days of the Ajyal Youth Film Festival.  
 
Last year’s VIP guests included Salma Hayek-Pinault who presented her animated feature film ‘Khalil 
Gibran’s The Prophet’ to the Ajyal jurors and said of the experience: “This is the first time I have 
experienced this idea of a youth festival and it has been amazing. It was fascinating for all of us to be 
able to have an interaction with the Ajyal jurors, it is a way to hear their voices and to know what is 
going through their minds.” 
 
Fatma Al Remaihi, Chief Executive Officer of the Doha Film Institute and Director of the Ajyal Youth Film 
Festival, said: “Our young jurors are indeed at the heart of the festival and we look forward to 
welcoming back those who have participated in the past along with those joining us on this cinematic 
journey for the first time.”  
 
“Inviting young people to take part - not as spectators but as active participants in the event - reflects 
our commitment to nurture a deep understanding of film in the younger generation and open their 
minds, through cinema, to the experiences of young people around the world.”  
 
Last year, Ajyal welcomed 450 young jurors of 45 nationalities, who judged the festival films in three 
sections – Mohaq (meaning new moon), Hilal (crescent moon) and Bader (full moon). This year the Doha 
Film Institute invites young people to serve on the Mohaq, Hilal and Bader jury with an expanded 
Mohaq section this year to include feature films in competition for the first time.  
 
Jurors aged 8 to 12, the youngest in the Ajyal Jury, will watch a programme of short films and four 
feature-length films in the Mohaq section. Hilal jury is open for young people in the 13 to 17 years age-
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group; they will watch and evaluate a programme of short films and five feature-length films. Bader 
jurors, in the 18 to 21 age group, will select their favourite films from five features and two programmes 
of short films.  
 
Registration for the Ajyal Jury is open from September 1 to October 25, at 
dohafilminstitute.com/ajyaljury. For details, contact: ajyaljury@dohafilminstitute.com  
 
Doha Film Institute also offers Ajyal Jury members the opportunity to take part in international events 
through its partnerships with like-minded organisations. For the past three years, six jurors were 
selected to participate in the international youth jury of the Giffoni Film Festival, the largest film festival 
for children in the world.  
 
The third edition of the Ajyal Youth Film Festival will feature popular initiatives including The Sandbox 
digital exhibition space, outdoor screenings and the Doha Giffoni Youth Summit industry gathering.  
 

-ENDS- 
 
About Ajyal Youth Festival: 
The Ajyal Youth Film Festival builds on the Doha Film Institute's history of community-based programming. Ajyal, 
meaning ‘generations’ in Arabic, invites people of all ages to come together to discuss cinema through events that 
inspire creative interaction, opening up a fun, collaborative environment where young people can express 
themselves.  
The third annual Ajyal Youth Film Festival is being held from November 29 held until December 5 at Katara Cultural 
Village. The programme consists of daily public screenings of local and international films; family days; special 
events and exhibitions; the Sandbox interactive digital playground; school screenings; and the Ajyal Competition. 
 
Twitter: @AjyalFilm   
Instagram: @AjyalFilm  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/AjyalFilm  
#Ajyal15 

 
About Doha Film Institute: 
Doha Film Institute is an independent, not-for-profit cultural organisation. It supports the growth of the local film 
community through cultivating film appreciation, enhancing industry knowledge and contributing to the 
development of sustainable creative industries in Qatar. The Institute’s platforms include funding and production 
of local, regional and international films; skills sharing and mentorship programmes; film screenings; the Ajyal 
Youth Film Festival; and Qumra. With culture, community, learning and entertainment at its foundation, the 
Institute is committed to supporting Qatar’s 2030 vision for the development of a knowledge-based economy. 
 
Twitter: @DohaFilm 
Instagram: @DohaFilm 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/DohaFilmInstitute  
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Press Enquiries: 
Menna Gomaa 
Communications Associate 
+974/55073325 
mgomaa@dohafilminstitute.com      
  
MENA Press Enquiries: 
Nivine William 
ASDA’A Burson-Marsteller 
+9714 4507 600 
nivine.william@bm.com  
 
International Enquiries: 
Cathy Dunkley 
Freud Communications 
+447766496751 
cathy.dunkley@freud.com  
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