
 

 

Leading local entities and global organizations extend 
support to Qumra 2018 

 
Doha, Qatar:  March 6, 2018: The fourth edition of Qumra, the annual industry event by the Doha Film 
Institute, to be held from March 9 to 14, 2018, has received remarkable support, yet again, from leading 
Qatar based and international entities including global cultural and film organizations. 
 
Organised with the goal of nurturing the talents of next-generation talents, with a focus on first- and 
second-time filmmakers, Qumra will be held at Souq Waqif and the Museum of Islamic Art, and will host 
over 150 international delegates including film producers, distributors, festival directors, funding 
agencies, sales & marketing professionals, VoD experts and more, as well as the talents associated with 
34 Qumra projects.  
 
Fatma Al Remaihi, Chief Executive Officer of the Doha Film Institute, said: “The strong support that 
Qumra receives every year is a testament to the commitment of the government and private sector in 
Qatar to promote our nation as a destination that promotes the creative industries and young talents. 
We continue to receive their encouragement and guidance, which is invaluable in hosting this 
international event that adds to the pride of the nation. We are thankful to all the organisations for their 
unwavering support. Together, we can support emerging filmmakers from around the world, including 
from Qatar and the region, and provide them a sounding board for furthering their career in cinema.” 
 
Continuing their support to Qumra are Qatar Museums, the Museum of Islamic Art and Souq Waqif are 
the Cultural Partners of Qumra 2018, while the event is supported by Culture Pass, the Translation and 
Interpreting Institute (TII) and FNAC the leading French Cultural store. SONY is the Official Electronics 
Partner and Souq Waqif Boutique Hotels by Tivoli is the Official Hotel Partner, both reaffirming their 
commitment to the event. 
 
Extending support as ‘Friends of Qumra’ are: Sarajevo Film Festival, the French Embassy in Qatar, 
Northwestern University in Qatar, and L’Institut Français du Qatar, as well as The British Council is 
supporting the festival with a virtual reality installation and also a presentation by British artist Simon 
Wilkinson as part of their cultural outreach and collaboration initiative. Screen International once again 
comes on board as the Media Partner. 
 
This year’s Qumra Masters are: Academy Award® winner actor Tilda Swinton (Isle of Dogs, Michael 
Clayton, We Need to Talk About Kevin); Venice Golden Lion winning Russian director and writer Andrey 
Zvyagintsev (Leviathan, Loveless); Cannes Palme d’Or winning Thai filmmaker and visual artist 
Apichatpong Weerasethakul; the only documentary director to win the Berlinale Golden Bear Italian 
director Gianfranco Rosi; ), Oscar® winning British costume designer (The Young Victoria, The Aviator, 
Shakespeare in Love) Sandy Powell, Order of the British Empire (OBE) and Oscar® nominated director, 
Bennett Miller (Capote, Moneyball, Foxcatcher). They will share their insights with emerging filmmakers, 
provide invaluable feedback on projects in consultation sessions, and unpack their own inspiring 
journeys through the cinematic world in Masterclasses.  
 



 

The Qumra 2018 industry events include workshops and meetings for first- and second-time filmmakers 
with international film industry experts in bespoke mentorship labs; the Qumra Master Classes, led by 
acclaimed filmmakers; Qumra Screenings of feature films presented by the Qumra Masters and 
recipients of funding from the Institute, followed by question-and-answer sessions; and the Qumra 
Talks, which are panel-style discussions that cover a broad range of topics. 
 
Qumra 2018 has also introduced the Qumra Pass Events for the general public this year, which will give 
them access to Qumra Master Classes, Qumra Screenings and Qumra Talks. Qumra Pass is open for all 
citizens and residents in Qatar and the region, and applications will be processed on a first-come, first-
serve basis. The price for Qumra Pass is QAR 500, students and holders of Culture Pass, Qatar Museums’ 
membership program which offers unique access to cultural activities across Qatar, can purchase it for a 
discounted price of QAR 350. To apply for a Qumra Pass, register at www.dohafilminstitute.com by 
February 20, 2018.  
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About Qumra 
Directors and Producers attached to 34 projects in development and post-production are selected to participate in 
the event. They will include a number of emerging filmmakers from Qatar, as well as recipients of funding from the 
Institute’s Grants Programme. The robust programme will feature industry meetings designed to assist with 
propelling projects to their next stages of development, including master classes, work-in-progress screenings, 
bespoke matchmaking sessions and tailored workshops with industry experts. This creative exchange will take 
place alongside a programme of public screenings curated with input from the Qumra Masters. 
 
The event is organised in three main sections: The Qumra Master Classes are daily sessions; each led by one of the 
Masters. The participating filmmakers have full access to these sessions, which are also open to accredited 
industry guests to attend in an observational capacity.  
The Qumra Meetings are a series of one-on-one meetings, workshops and tailored mentoring sessions between 
representatives from the selected projects and seasoned industry experts.  
The Qumra Screenings are open to the public and feature projects funded by the Institute through its grants and 
co-financing initiatives, as well as a series of films chosen by the Qumra Masters accompanied by Q&A sessions.   
The Arabic term ‘qumra’ is popularly said to be the origin of the word ‘camera’, and to have been used by the 
scientist, astronomer and mathematician Alhazen (Ibn al-Haytham, 965-c.1040 CE), whose work in optics laid out 
the principles of the camera obscura. 

 
About Doha Film Institute: 
Doha Film Institute is an independent, not-for-profit cultural organisation. It supports the growth of the local film 
community through cultivating film appreciation, enhancing industry knowledge and contributing to the 
development of sustainable creative industries in Qatar. The Institute’s platforms include funding and production 
of local, regional and international films; skills-sharing and mentorship programmes; film screenings; the Ajyal 
Youth Film Festival; and Qumra. With culture, community, learning and entertainment at its foundation, the 
Institute is committed to supporting Qatar’s 2030 vision for the development of a knowledge-based economy. 
 

 

 

http://www.dohafilminstitute.com/

