
 

Performing on stage and sharing back stories, Khaled Mouzanar 
wows Ajyal Talk audiences on the power of music in cinema  

  
Doha, Qatar; December 2, 2018: Khaled Mouzanar, the producer and composer of Capharnaüm 
(Lebanon/2018), screening at the Ajyal Film Festival, hosted by the Doha Film Institute at Katara 
Cultural Village, wowed audiences with impromptu performances on stage during his Ajyal Talk and 
by sharing back stories on some of the pivotal compositions for his movies.  
 
At his talk on ‘The Power of Music in Cinema’, Khaled was insightful and at times philosophical as he 
discussed the value-add that music brings to film. “Cinema is about creating empathy [with 
audiences],” he said. “And music is the best thing to help create and enhance empathy.” 
 
On his work process, Khaled said he likes to be associated right from the scripting stage than begin his 
compositions after watching the visuals because “when you work from the script, it builds your 
imagination; with images, you have less room for interpretation.” He said it also helps add value to 
the film, giving room for new cinematic interpretations by the director.  
 
Khaled cited his work on Nadine Labaki’s first feature film Caramel, in which he says a tango he 
composed became the film’s signature music and enabled the transformation in filming a crucial 
scene. He said that in music composition, “everything is in the volume. Even a small decibel can kill 
the emotion or enhance it.” 
 
He said for Capharnaüm, he initially composed a very romantic emotional score while reading the 
script, which was outright rejected by his wife and director of the film Nadine. “We did not talk for a 
week,” he joked. Citing the film as the hardest work he has done to date, he said: “Unlike other films, 
we were not working with real actors; all the actors in the film had similar problems in real life.” 
 
When he went to the studio and met Zain, the film’s central character, he knew he had to abandon 
the initial music notes he composed. “The music had to be universal because his story could happen 
anywhere and it had to be raw,” said Khaled, adding that every big city of the future could have a 
Capharnaüm with all the issues today, including challenges of migration and resource management. 
 
Khaled went on to perform both compositions and presented how his second composition has been 
used in the film. His advice to young talents aspiring to do music for cinema was to “study, study and 
study” the works of the masters and the people who walked before them, and to “love cinema” 
genuinely.  
 
The session was moderated by Emmy-nominated journalist Ahmed Shihab-Eldin. 
 
2018 Ajyal Film Festival’s Official Partners include: Katara Cultural Village – Cultural Partner; Ooredoo 
– Principal Partner; Novo Cinemas – Strategic Partner and St. Regis Doha – Signature Sponsor. 
 

-ENDS- 
Note to Editors: 
 
About Doha Film Institute: 



 

Doha Film Institute is an independent, not-for-profit cultural organisation. It supports the growth of the local 
film community through cultivating film appreciation, enhancing industry knowledge and contributing to the 
development of sustainable creative industries in Qatar. The Institute’s platforms include funding and 
production of local, regional and international films; skills-sharing and mentorship programmes; film screenings; 
the Ajyal Film Festival; and Qumra. With culture, community, learning and entertainment at its foundation, the 
Institute is committed to supporting Qatar’s 2030 vision for the development of a knowledge-based economy. 
 
Twitter: @DohaFilm; Instagram: @DohaFilm; Facebook: www.facebook.com/DohaFilmInstitute 
 
About Ajyal Film Festival: 
Ajyal Film Festival is an annual celebration of film designed to nurture young minds and support the 
development of mindful global citizens and thoughtful future leaders in a creative and educational environment. 
‘Ajyal’, Arabic for ‘generations’, brings people of all ages together through screenings and events that inspire 
creative interaction and stimulate cinematic dialogue. Through its’ jury programme, youth between the ages of 
8 and 21 are given an opportunity to watch, analyse and discuss global cinema and culture, developing self-
confidence, independent critical thinking skills, self-expression, and an appreciation of cinema. 6th Ajyal Film 
Festival takes place from the 28th of November to the 3rd of December.  
 
Twitter: @Ajyalfilm; Instagram: @ajyalfilm, #ajyal18 
 

 
 
 


